
Dance Studies Association Early Dance Working Group 

 

2021 Meeting Minutes 

 

Overview 

Sixteen members attended the annual working group meeting, 2 in person and 12 virtually, held at the Hyatt 

Regency New Brunskwick on October 14. Despite the logistical challenges of a hybrid session, the discussion 

was fruitful, and it was wonderful to feel that sense of community that we have all been missing so much. The 

dedication of our group was also in evidence, with co-convener Karen Silen zooming in from a hospital bed in 

France! 

 

While recent and upcoming DSA conference themes do not always feel welcoming to those of us working in 

early periods, multiple sessions at this conference highlighted the vibrancy of early dance research, with a 

good mix of cross-temporal and early-focused sessions. We will continue to strive for more visibility and 

opportunities, but it feels like we’re on the right track.  

 

At the meeting, we discussed possible topics for DSA 2022 sessions: notation and sources, spirituality and 

religion, decentering/recentering/decolonizing early dance, dance in royal courts, race and ulteriority, motion vs 

stasis, and dance origin stories. We also talked about proposing double sessions, such as a panel and a 

workshop or a by-the-book and more experimental workshop pairing. In addition, we discussed sponsoring a 

keynote speaker, such as Ana Yepes. 

 

Another discussion topic was membership. Thus far, our group is primarily compromised of scholars and 

practitioners working with European dance traditions. We would like to expand our membership to include 

those working on early dance in other locales and/or those following the historical journeys of dances across 

geographic and cultural borders. (The session the working group sponsored this year included a presentation 

along these lines from Catherine Turocy and Marcea Daiter entitled “Tumba Francesa Clubs of Cuba look back 

to and on from Louis XIV and West Africa.”) If you know scholars and practitioners working in these areas who 

might be interested in joining the group, please pass along their names to the conveners.  

 

We are also excited to announce two new initiatives to extend the usefulness of this working group beyond the 

annual meeting! 

 

1) Amanda Moehlenpah has agreed to coordinate an early dance writing group! Please fill out the survey to 

help us tailor the writing group to everyone’s needs: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ  

 

2) We would like to host a mid-year Works in Progress virtual mini conference featuring short presentations 

with talk back/discussion. Berenike Heiter has offered to help organize this event, but additional volunteers 

would be welcome – please let us know if you might be interested. Let’s make this happen! 

 

Finally, we’d like to congratulate Elizabeth Claire, co-founder of the Atelier d'histoire culturelle de la danse 

(Cultural History of Dance Workgroup) at the EHESS (Graduate School for Social Sciences) in Paris, on her 

receipt of the DSA’s new Mid-Career Award. Check out Claire’s 18th-century projects on our Experts page: 

https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources/experts ...  

If you would like to be listed on the Experts page, as well, please send us a short bio, and please continue to 

send us your publication announcements, calls for papers, and other news items for us to circulate.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ
https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources/experts


 

The next DSA conference will be in Vancouver, Canada, from October 13-16, 2022. The working group can 

sponsor one or two sessions (panels, workshops, roundtables) and can help organize others. Stay tuned! 

 

-- Emily Winerock and Karen Silen, co-conveners 

 

 

Goals and Resolutions 

• Expand and diversify membership 

• Form Writing Group – https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ 

• Host Works in Progress virtual mini conference 

 

Accomplishments since last year 

● Sponsored panels for this year’s conference: 

○ Friday, 12:30am - 2pm Individuals and Communities in Conversation: The Choreography of 
'Call and Response' 

● There was a healthy showing of early dance scholarship in addition to our sponsored panel, with one or 

more early dance presentations in the following sessions: 

○ Radical Religion I: Religious Dance as an Antiracist Praxis  

○ Radical Religion II: Historically Transformative Connections  

○ Cultural Crossings in Late 18th- and 19th-century Mexican Dance Sources  

○ Decolonizing Dance Pedagogy in Canada  

○ Scopic Regimes: Photography, Telescopes, and the Burlesque  

○ Non-Compliant Bodies: Can-Can, Chronic Illness, and Skolting 

○ Choreographies of Connection: Embodying Politics of the Past and Present 

● We also circulated Calls for Papers for other conferences and relevant events, and we helped organize 

dance panels for the Renaissance Society of America (RSA) conference for 2021. 

 

 

To Do List: Please …  

• Respond to the Writing Group Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ 

• Visit our Resources website, https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources 

• Email Emily any updates and additions for the website and announcements to circulate to the group 

• Contribute a short presentation to the Works in Progress virtual mini conference 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJD9GKJ
https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources

