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Notes 
Eleven members attended the working group meeting, and several members who could not attend in person 
contributed suggestions, as well. Karen Silen has agreed to co-chair the working group. Thanks, Karen! 
 
Accomplishments since last year 

● Revised the description of the Early Dance Working Group on the new DSA website. 
● Created our own group “micro-site”: https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources  
● Sponsored panels for this year’s conference: 

○ Saturday, 9-10:30am From Plato to the Early Modern Era: Dance, Peace, and Conflict 
○ Saturday, 3-5pm Shakespeare, Dance, & Conflict  

● There was a healthy showing of early dance scholarship at this DSA in addition to our sponsored 
panels: 

○ Sunday, 8:30-10am War & Peace in 17th Century Dance 
○ Sunday, 8:30-10am From Ancient Greek Literature into Dance 
○ Friday, 2:30-4:30pm Conflict in Dance Adaptations of Shakespeare’s Works 
○ Sunday, 10:15-11:45am Dance and Conflict in Early Modern Europe 

 
Discussion 

● Early dance scholarship is livelier in Europe than in North America at present. How can we strengthen 
ties and increase mutual benefits? 

○ Seek formal and informal affiliations and partnerships with European and UK organizations. 
○ Provide links on our website and/or contact information for related organizations, companies, 

projects, and resources. 
● How can we facilitate conversations, networking, panel organizing, etc., among members and friends in 

between meetings? How can we advertise our areas of expertise to the wider world of scholars, 
journalists, etc.? 

○ On the DSA website, add the Early Dance Working Group to your profile. (You’ll need to be 
signed in.) There’s no application – anyone who wants to be affiliated is welcome! 

○ Keep our Member Directory up-to-date but private and internal to the group – this can be used 
to contact members for organizing panels for the DSA or other conferences and events. Please  

○ Create a “Contact an Expert” section on our resources website (and on the DSA website?) with 
contact and expertise information for members who explicitly say they want to be contacted.  

○ Reach out to scholars in our personal networks who might be interested in early dance but need 
encouragement to venture into a new area or who might not know about the DSA.  

○ For now, we will not create Facebook, Twitter, or other social media accounts, but we will revisit 
these options periodically. 

● What should we do for upcoming DSA conferences? 
○ Take a two-pronged approach for panels: 

■ Sponsor and encourage early dance panels for upcoming DSA panel. 
■ AND encourage cross-period thematic panels (e.g., suppression and regulation of 

dance) – especially reaching out to scholars working on early dance outside of Europe. 

https://earlydance.wixsite.com/resources


○ Sponsor a plenary or roundtable that introduces what we early dance scholars do (and the hot 
topics in our respective areas) to the rest of the DSA – perhaps in partnership with the 
Nineteenth Century or other working groups. 

● Other improvements for our resources website?  
○ Create a bibliography/further reading page with a half dozen essential book and article 

recommendations for each subject area – please submit your suggestions! 
○ Add more and more useful links to other early dance organizations, projects, performing 

companies, online resources, etc. –  please submit your suggestions!  
○ [Discussed last year but not this year] Add members page with brief bio, publications, projects, 

website/links, etc. – obviously the content would need to be contributed by you!  
○ Post minutes/summaries of the annual meeting on the website as well as send via email. 
○ Emily is our webmistress. Please email suggested links, bibliography contributions, news items, 

etc., to her at: contact@winerock.com, and she will add them as she receives them. 
● Our goals remain the same from 2017 (see 2017 Minutes), and ideas for furthering them are always 

welcome. 
 


